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      Improvising With The Melody (1 of 2) 
Most famous solos are just variations on the melody of the song.  If you 
want to create a powerful solo quickly, steal a phrase or two from the 
melody of the song and use a combination of these suggestions on 
those phrases: 

Melody-based 
solo ideas 

Wait longer than 
normal before 

playing the phrase 

Add grace 
notes—throw 

in an 
extremely  

short note right 
before a note 
in the phrase 

Take a few notes 
from the original 
melody and play 
those few notes 

repeatedly  

Delete a note or 
two from the 

phrase 
Reverse the order of 
the notes—play the 
phrase backwards Use the rhythm from 

the phrase, but 
play other notes 

Slow down the 
notes—change 
the rhythm so it 

takes more 
time than in the 
original phrase 

Play the 
phrase 

normally, 
repeating a 

couple notes 
in the phrase 

Speed up the 
notes—play 
them faster 
than in the 

original phrase 

Play the 
same notes 
in a higher 

octave 
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      Improvising With The Melody (2 of 2) 

Check out these examples of how to use those 
tools on a short phrase from a melody: 


